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CONEIDENTIAL LUSAKA 1242 
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TAGS: EEIN LAID ZA US 

SUBJECT: TIKA STEEL MILL PROJECT 

REF: LUSAKA 3320, STATE 290282 

1. BELGIUM EMBASSY ECONOMIC OEEICER HAS REQUESTED INFORMATION 
ON US FINANCIAL INVOLVEMENT IN TIKA STEEL MILL PROJECT. 

BELGIUM GOVERNMENT HAS APPARENTLY BEEN ASKED TO PARTICIPATE 
IN EINANCIAL GUARANTEES EOR THE PROJECT AND IS INTERESTED 

IN KNOWING THE LEVEL OE US PARTICIPATION. ACCORDING TO BELGIUM 
ECON OEFICER PROJECT HAS BEEN APPROVED, CONTRACTS LET, AND 
SOME EQUIPMENT IS ALREADY BEING MANUEACTURED. HIS INEORMATION 
WAS SKETCHY BUT WHEN TOLD THAT WE ARE UNAWARE OE ANY US 
EINANCIAL INVOLVEMENT HE SAID HE WOULD CONTACT THE GERMAN 
EMBASSY AS IT WAS HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT GERMAN EIRMS ARE 
HEAVILY INVOLVED. 

2. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INEORMATION AVAILABLE TO 
EXIM ON US EINANCIAL PARTICIPATION IN THE PROJECT. EMBASSY 
ASSMES THAT EXPORT/IMPORT BWNK IS NOT INVOLVED ATTHIS POINT. 

PLEASE CONEIRM. 

3. IMMEDIATE REPLY REQUESTED. 

CLINGERMAN 

CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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